
 

   
  

Second Sunday of Lent 
February 28, 2021  

   
 

  
 

I do not glory except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.  

Galatians 6:14 
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Welcome to St Matthew’s  
  

St. Matthew’s is a vibrant Christian community that welcomes everyone, embraces 
inspiring worship and learning, and is committed to hospitality and loving service.   

Join us on a journey as we SEEK and together DISCOVER a way to LIVE.  
  

We gather on the traditional territory of the Algonquin Nation  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  

Scripture Readings for Next Week  
  

Exodus 20: 1-7 
Psalm 19 

1 Corinthians 1: 18-25 
John 2: 13-22 
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Prelude: God’s Time is Best           J.S. Bach 
 
 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY  
  

Hymn:  537, In the Cross of Christ I Glory            Cross of Jesus 
 

1 In the cross of Christ I glory,  
towering o'er the wrecks of time;  
all the light of sacred story  
gathers round its head sublime.  

2 When the woes of life o'ertake me,  
hopes deceive, and fears annoy,  
never shall the cross forsake me.  
Lo! it glows with peace and joy.  

3 When the sun of bliss is beaming  
light and love upon my way,  
from the cross the radiance streaming  
adds more luster to the day.  

4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure,  
by the cross are sanctified;  
peace is there that knows no measure,  
joys that through all time abide.  

5 In the cross of Christ I glory,  
towering o'er the wrecks of time;  
all the light of sacred story  
gathers round its head sublime. 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with you all.  

And also with you.  
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Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we  
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord, 
Amen.  
  
Collect of the Day  
 

Almighty God, whose Son was revealed in majesty before he suffered death upon the cross, 
give us faith to perceive his glory, that being strengthened by his grace we may be changed 
into his likeness, from glory to glory; who lives and reins with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever.   Amen.   
  
  

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD   
  

First Reading: Genesis 17: 1-7, 15-16 
 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am 
God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless.  And I will make my covenant between 
me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” Then Abram fell on his face; and 
God said to him, “As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a 
multitude of nations.  No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be 
Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations.  I will make you 
exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you.  I will 
establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their 
generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. 
God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be 
her name.  I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she 
shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.   
Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm: 22: 22-30 
 

Praise the Lord, you that fear him; stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel; all you of 
Jacob’s line, give glory. 
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For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither does he hide his face 
from them; but when they cry to him he hears them. 
My praise is of him in the great assembly; I will perform my vows in the presence of those 
who worship him. 
The poor shall eat and be satisfied, and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: “May your 
heart live for ever!” 
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; he rules over the nations. 
To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; all who go down to the dust 
fall before him. 
My soul shall live for him: my descendants shall serve him; they shall be known as the Lord’s 
for ever. 
They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn the saving deeds that he has 
done. 
 
Second Reading: Romans 4: 13-25 

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of 
the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings 
wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. For this reason it depends on 
faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, 
not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for 
he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—
in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into 
existence the things that do not exist.  Hoping against hope, he believed that he would 
become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall your 
descendants be.”  He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was 
already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the 
barrenness of Sarah’s womb.  No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, 
but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced that God was 
able to do what he had promised.  Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.”  Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake 
alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our 
Lord from the dead, who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for 
our justification. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.                
Thanks be to God.  
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Gradual Hymn: 466, How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord          Repton 
 

1 How clear is our vocation, Lord, 
when once we heed your call: 
to live according to your word, 
and daily learn, refreshed, restored, 
that you are Lord of all, 
and will not let us fall. 

2 But if, forgetful, we should find 
your yoke is hard to bear; 
if worldly pressures fray the mind 
and love itself cannot unwind 
its tangled skein of care: 
our inward life repair. 

3 We mark your saints, how they became  
in hindrances more sure, 
whose joyful virtues put to shame 
the casual way we wear your name, 
and by our faults obscure 
your power to cleanse and cure. 

4 In what you give us, Lord, to do, 
together or alone, 
in old routines or ventures new, 
may we not cease to look to you, 
the cross you hung upon, 
all you endeavoured done. 
 
The Gospel: Mark 8: 31-38 
 

The Lord be with you.   
And also with you.  
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ is written in the eighth chapter of the Gospel 
according to Mark, beginning at the thirty-first verse.   
 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
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Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days 
rise again.  He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him.  But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, 
Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” He called 
the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let 
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save 
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the 
gospel, will save it.  For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their 
life?  Indeed, what can they give in return for their life?  Those who are ashamed of me and 
of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be 
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

The Gospel of Christ.  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
  
Homily:  The Reverend Geoff Chapman   
  
The Apostles’ Creed  
 

Let us confess the faith of our Baptism, as we say: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,   
creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
He descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again.   
He ascended into heaven,  
And is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again  
to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,   
the communion of saints,   
the forgiveness of sins,   
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the resurrection of the body,   
and the life everlasting. Amen.  
  
The Prayers of the People     
 
The Lord’s Prayer                    
  

And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
Our Father, who art in heaven,   
hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,   
thy will be done,   
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.    
And forgive us our trespasses,  
As we forgive those  
who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,   
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,   
the power and the glory,  
For ever and ever.  Amen.  
  
Blessing  
 
Recessional Hymn: 602, Lift High the Cross         Crucifer 
 

Refrain 
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ  
Proclaim till all the world adore his scared name!  
 

1 Come, Christian people, sing your praises, shout! 
If we are silent even stones cry out. 
 

2 Jesus, you wept to see our human strife: 
Teach us compassion, for each human life. 
 

3 Peace was your plea, and peace your loving theme: 
Let peace be our passport, peace a living dream. 
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4 Great is the cost of walking on this road,  
To follow and suffer with the Son of God. 
 

5 Worlds to be born and children yet to be,  
Come, take up this song in to eternity. 
 
Postlude: Fugue in g               J.S. Bach 
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Announcements   
 
New! Virtual Vestry, 11:30am: If you have registered, please remember to join us on Zoom 
for our online 2021 Vestry meeting starting at 11:30am. Please begin to log in at 11:20am so 
that we can take attendance and admit you and so that we can begin the meeting on time!  
Please read through the Vestry materials and tips for using Zoom prior to the meeting.  
 

New! Zoom Coffee Hour: This week zoom coffee hour is cancelled due to the Vestry 
meeting. 
 
New! Notice from the Bishop’s Office: Recent days have brought rapid changes in the 
status of many regions as COVID-19 variants emerge; medical experts continue to stress 
the need for extreme caution. We’re convinced keeping up the measures for staying 
safe while waiting to see how the variants behave — and how vaccine delivery plans 
shape up — is the most responsible way to proceed. Given this information, we have 
made the decision that our churches must remain closed to in-person worship until at 
least March 27.  
 
New! Phone scam: Recently a parishioner was contacted by phone by a person claiming to 
represent St. Matthew’s. They were asked for updated credit card information. Fortunately, 
the parishioner did not provide the requested information and informed Catherine in the 
office. It is important to note, that St. Matthew’s does not use or store credit card 
information! In previous communiques we have alerted you to fraudulent e-mails, 
supposedly sent by Rev. Geoff.  We know from RCMP and Cyber Canada reporting, that e-
mail and telephone scams are targeting certain communities, including churches. If you 
receive a communication that doesn’t seem right, DO NOT provide any personal or financial 
information; hang up the phone and do not respond to these e-mail. If this happens to you, 
please contact the office with information that will help us try to deal with this threat. 
 
New! Pulse of the Parish: Please note, the deadline for submissions to the spring Pulse of 
the Parish is March 19th.  
 
New! Conversations on Zoom: With the leadership of Archbishop Barry Curtis our weekly 
Sunday morning series, “Conversations,” will continue throughout the month of March from 
9:00 to 10.00 am on Zoom. Conversations is a 45-minute discussion group based on Bible 
readings and topics related to faith. Using biblical texts, poems, the free exchange of ideas 
and perceptions we seek to reflect on our journey as followers of Jesus in our contemporary 
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world. We would be delighted to have you join us this Sunday. All are welcome, and no 
registration is required. To receive the background material and the Zoom link for the 
gathering, please contact Janice Sonnen: janice.sonnen@bell.net or phone her at 613-709-
1209.  

 
Book Study: Following the great success of the first Diocesan wide Zoom book study, a 
second one is being planned. Beginning Thursday, February 4th and running for six weeks 
from 7:00 to 8:30pm, we will look at Richard Rohr’s book, “The Universal Christ.” “Fr. 
Richard challenges us to search beneath the surface of our faith and see what is sacred in 
everyone and everything. Anyone who strives to put their faith into action will find 
encouragement and inspiration in the pages of this book.,” -Melinda Gates, author of “The 
Moment of Lift.” If you would like to register, please email Rev. Geoff at: 
revgeoffchapman@stmatthewsottawa.ca.    
  
Giving During This Difficult Time: We would like to thank you very much for your givings last 
year. They were much appreciated especially given that 2020 was not a normal year! We are 
starting a new year in a lock down situation which means that you have fewer ways of giving 
than usual. The easiest way to give is through PAR (Pre-authorized Giving). You could also 
send a cheque by mail to the office or contribute online through Canada Helps. Any 
contribution is welcome as your circumstances permit. Bless you.   
 

How to join PAR?: Go to St. Matthew’s website:  www.stmatthewsottawa.ca and scroll to 
the bottom of the page to ‘Useful links’. To ask questions, or receive a paper copy of the 
form, please email Brian Effer at StMattGlebePAR@gmail.com  
  
Join us for Morning Prayer: We are recording Morning Prayer as a parish. You can find these 
prayers Monday to Friday mornings on Facebook and YouTube. If you are interested in 
taking part in what we call the “Daily Office,” please contact Catherine at 
stmatthewanglicanchurch@bellnet.ca. We need volunteers. 
https://www.facebook.com/stmatthewsottawa  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRKL_pwbbZ_FN2YFPAVdG1g  
  
Sunday Morning Homily podcast: The Sunday morning sermons are available for you to 
listen to in audio form. They will be available on the Sunday morning of the service.  We 
have a back catalogue of sermons to the Sixth Sunday of Easter.  Access the Homily podcast 
through https://stmatthewsintheglebe.podbean.com/ or search for “St. Matthew’s Ottawa” 
on Apple podcasts.   
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Monday Meditation Group: The Monday Meditation Group meets Mondays at 7:15 pm via  
Zoom. For the link please email: Fr. Kevin at kevinwflynn@gmail.com  
  
Wednesday Bible Study: Fr. Kevin Flynn (who is Priest-in-Charge at St. Aiden’s at the 
moment) and Rev. Geoff will be hosting a Bible Study over Zoom on Wednesdays at 
12:00pm for one hour. Both parishes are invited to join the zoom call. The focus of the 
discussion will be the gospel reading for the upcoming week.  Here’s the link: 
https://zoom.us/j/9274494655?pwd=SDg0enV1VXVGTzhDN0E3Q0JxU0lkdz09  Meeting 
ID: 927 449 4655   Password: 8qTqYJ  
  
Wednesday Meditation Group: The Wednesday Meditation Group meets on Zoom at  11:15 
am each week. Please contact Sue Rayner at  m.s.rayner@sympatico.ca to learn more and 
to receive a Zoom invitation.  
  
  
 
 
 
  
The Rev. Geoff Chapman - 613-234-4024, revgeoffchapman@stmatthewsottawa.ca  
After hours pastoral emergency: 613-854-0643  
Honorary Assistants: The Rev. Professor Kevin Flynn, The Rev. Canon Allen Box,   
The Most Rev. Barry Curtis, The Rev. Canon Jim Beall  
Director of Music and Organist: Kirkland Adsett (613 234-5482) kirkland.adsett@yahoo.com   
Parish Administrator: Catherine James McGuinty (613-234-4024)  
Children/ Youth Program Director:  Aïcha Ducharme-Leblanc  
Wardens: Julia Lipinska 613-565-6017, Rick Trites 819-665-8910,   
John McBride 613-371-4997, Ed O’Meara 613-880-7775  
  
  
 
 
  

217 First Avenue, Ottawa K1S 2G5  
 613 234-4024  

stmatthewanglicanchurch@bellnet.ca 
www.stmatthewsottawa.ca  


