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JESUS, RABBI AND SCRIBE
THE REVEREND GEOFFREY CHAPMAN

I have spent the last year thinking and preaching about

the Gospel of Matthew. In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus is a
brilliant Jewish rabbi and scribe. He strives to honour every letter of the Law of Moses, which is the first five books
of the Hebrew Scriptures, called the Torah or the
Pentateuch.
Jesus honours the Sabbath, every legal and sacrificial rite,
dietary restriction, and every other aspect of life as a descendant of Abraham. He challenges the scribes and pharisees as he, himself, is a great scribe and pharisee. He calls
his opponents “hypocrites” because he loves what they
are saying and teaching, but they themselves do not abide
by what they proclaim. If this is an unfamiliar description
of Jesus, it is because we often work to harmonize the
New Testament into one book, when it is really a library of
books and letters. I prefer dynamic conversation and deabout the environment, about social justice, about the
bate to uniform propaganda, don’t you?
unsettling political climates in countries around the world
In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus lives out this teaching through continue to grow, but we are forced to keep to ourselves
in the name of health and safety. In the next year or two
his life of healing, of radical hospitality, and most importantly his love. He shows through his life what the Law this will change, and what will awaken in our society and
in our world will be a deep and profound cry for justice.
of Moses looks like. He teaches that all the thousands of
laws in the Torah can be summed up with the command- Jesus in Matthew’s Gospel is a wonderfully confusing conments to love God, and to love your neighbour as you love
servative radical. He is simply trying to persuade the
yourself. These are deeply familiar words and are not
scribes and pharisees to follow the letter of the law. And
merely moral advice. For Matthew, these words of Jesus
yet, the letter of God’s Law compels us to embrace radical
are the key to understanding the mind of God and for in- love, to strive against injustice, and to ultimately humiliate
terpreting scripture. In addition, they unlock the way to
hypocrites and to lift up the least of those in our society.
build a nation, to shape a culture, and to become a great
people.
And so, as the weather gets colder, find a cozy spot with a
warm cup of something, open Matthew’s Gospel, and
We are living in a time where the tumult of our age has
delve into the words that have shaped nations and peoyet to fully arrive. Covid-19 is keeping us largely in our
ples, revealed the mind of God, and turned bookworms
homes, and away from community groups and gatherings. into prophets.
Protest movements are large but will be larger. Concerns
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At Vestry on March 1, 2020,
we learned that the Rector's
Warden, Peggy Nankivell,
had agreed to stay in that
position until August 31, to
provide support to the new
Incumbent, the Reverend
Geoffrey Chapman, whose
appointment had just been
announced by Bishop John
Chapman.

On September 1, 2020, the
Reverend Geoffrey Chapman
announced the appointment
of Rick Trites as Rector’s Warden. Welcome back to Corporation, Rick.

Rick has been active at St.
Matthew’s for many years,
chairing the Outreach Committee and serving on the
Servers’ Guild, the Worship
Peggy, thank you for provid- and Music Committee, and
ing leadership and experithe Education Committee.
ence during this time of transition. We are grateful for the During 2019 he was the People’s Warden on Corporation.
18 months that you chaired Corporation. We are also
He has also been active with FACES, providing assistance
happy that you have agreed to continue as the chair of
and comfort to the new refugees that FACES supported.
the Fundraising Committee, a job you have done with
Rick brings wide and deep knowledge of St. Matthew’s to
such elan and success.
this position and will be a steadfast source of support to
Enjoy your freer time now! Much deserved.
Reverend Geoff.
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WARDENS’ WORDS

JULIA LIPINSKA

Online worship and learning continued to be the mainwill not even be able to worship online. Know we keep
stay of our community during the summer months, while you in our prayers and hearts.
we also planned for re-opening for in-person services on
St. Matthew’s is experiencing financial hardship due to
September 6, 2020.
the pandemic. For many months we have not received
Summer Sunday Conversations sessions continued with
plate offerings from in-person services, and other methFather Kevin Flynn, which, thanks to Zoom, allowed for
ods of fundraising have been significantly curtailed or
the safe participation not only of members of our comimpossible. Please read more about this in the articles
munity but one international attendee! Our Children and from Walt Draper, Chair of Finance (p. 4) and Charles NixYouth Ministry Coordinator Aïcha Ducharme-Leblanc led on, Chair of Stewardship (p. 10). We continue to plan for
an online learning series for children and families. Sue
a fall online auction that will help support FACES and CorRayner has continued to lead weekly meditation sessions nerstone (See Peggy Nankivell’s article on p.14.)
via Zoom.
Finally, I want to thank Peggy Nankivell, who stepped
Morning prayer, available on Youtube and Facebook, is
down as Rector’s Warden on August 31. She extended
being led by parishioners and coordinated by Parish Ad- her tenure for 6 additional months to provide continuity
ministrator Catherine James McGuinty. Reverend Geoff during the transition from Canon Jim Beall to Reverend
Chapman, Director of Music Kirkland Adsett, and musical Geoff. This was much appreciated by everyone. Thank
guests and volunteers have led well-received Sunday
you, Peggy, for your tireless work!
worship services which will continue to be available for
viewing on YouTube and Facebook on Sundays at 10 am. We welcome Rick Trites back to Corporation, taking on
the role of Rector’s Warden. John McBride is also rejoinVirtual Coffee Hour has brought members of the parish
ing Corporation as Deputy Warden. As we re-open and
together for talks and discussion after services.
find our way through the new Covid-19 landscape and its
Kirkland Adsett – along with volunteers – recently profinancial ramifications for our church, St. Matthew’s is
duced the fantastic Covid-Artz Project, viewable on its
very fortunate to have these individuals offering their
own channel, (Covid-Artz Project) showcasing the many experience and time.
interests, passions and talents of our parishioners. While
the premieres of these are now complete, I invite you to Rick Trites, Rector’s Warden
Julia Lipinska, People’s Warden
watch them if you have not yet been able to do so and
learn more about the members of our St. Matthew’s fam- Ed O’Meara, Deputy Warden
John McBride, Deputy Warden
ily! Bravo, and thank you to everyone who contributed.
In early July we received official communication from the
Diocese that churches would be permitted to re-open,
with restrictions and safeguards, on September 6. The
wardens formed a Pandemic Planning Team that has
worked to ensure the safe opening of the Church. To
date, we have had three “in-person” services in the
church, and Reverend Geoff has finally had a chance to
meet some of us in person despite having been our incumbent since April 20.

It was great to see many of your friendly faces once
again, albeit behind masks and from 2 metres away!
Reverend Geoff reminds us that many people at this time
will continue to worship from home via the online services and will not come to the church - and perhaps some
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ST. MATTHEW’S FINANCIAL UPDATE

WALT DRAPER

This update on St. Matthew’s financial situation focuses flowers, Christian Education and Stewardship are often
on three topics:
offset by directed donations. To date all operating costs
except for payments to the Diocese are paid up to the
1. Year to date revenue and expenses.
end of August.
2. The status of the Canadian Emergency Wage Subsidy
(CEWS).
2. Canadian Emergency Wage Subsidy (CEWS).
3. Looking ahead to year end and 2021.
I reported in the last Pulse of the Parish that the Diocese
1. Year to Date Revenue and Expenses.
had applied for the Canadian Emergency Wage Subsidy.
Explaining the details of this program is beyond the
For the years that I have been involved with the Finance
scope of this article, however, interested readers can
Committee, turning the calendar to September has sigfind the details on the Government of Canada website.
nalled the time to begin an appeal to parishioners to
The Diocese qualified for periods 1 and 2. However the
increase their offerings to meet the revenue commitDiocese did not qualify for periods 3 and 4 (June/July) as
ment that they made at Vestry. Usually, expenses follow
the decrease in revenue was below the threshold of
expectations; however, revenue lags behind expenses
30%. I anticipate that with the change in the qualifying
and we have an operating deficit. The year to date operformula in August, we will qualify for CEWS from August
ating deficit is usually of such significant proportion that
to December, depending on the percentage decrease in
the combined sustained efforts of the Finance and
revenue.
Stewardship Committees are needed to address the
challenge.
3. Looking Ahead to Year End and 2021.
The difficulty we face each year is that we are never certain about the amount of the total revenue until the
end of December. My experience during my tenure on
the Finance Committee has shown that parishioners,
through giving, fund raising, and a bit of good luck, end
up meeting the revenue commitment made at Vestry
resulting in a small surplus at year end.
Financial planners caution investors that past performance is not a predictor of future performance. 2020
drives home the truth in that statement. With gratitude,
revenue from Pre-Authorized Remittances (PAR) has
held close to previous years’ levels. However, hall rental
income, open-plate collections, and fundraising have all
been impaired by the church closure. The online Auction planned for November will help, but there is a need
beyond this event to meet revenue targets.
It is important to note that expenses at St. Matthew’s
have not varied a great deal due to the closure. Payments to the Diocese for Parish Fair Share (PFS), Personnel, Equalized Cost of Priestly Services (ECOPS) and insurance included in the budget voted on at Vestry comprise nearly 75% of our expenses. Building Maintenance
and Office Costs represent 18% of the annual budget.

The Diocese will provide a revised billing reflecting the
wage subsidy later in the year when there is greater certainty about the benefits. At this point in time we do not
know with certainty what the potential benefit to St.
Matthew’s will be. In the absence of estimates or information from the Diocese I will be working with the Wardens and Treasurer to build scenarios about the year
end.
St. Matthew’s is facing the same financial pressure in
the last quarter as we have in previous years. Some
benefit can be anticipated from CEWS. However, it is
reasonable to assume that the benefit and the usual
increase in offerings during the last quarter will not offset the drop in revenue. As described above, over 90%
of our costs have continued to the end of August at very
close to the same amounts as planned and compared to
2019.

Readers will note this is a financial report that does not
have a “bottom line” number for the deficit to the end
of August. Without knowledge of the CEWS benefit the
actual cost of personnel is not known. It is reasonable to
say St. Matthew’s financial situation at the end of August can be seen as it has previously at this time – we
have a cash shortfall and need enhanced contributions
The above items combined represent almost 92% of our
during the last months of the year to meet our financial
annual budget. The remaining 8% of expenses for music, obligations.
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JOURNEY TO CONFIRMATION:
A

PILOT PROJECT

TO

FOR

YOUTH (OR ANYONE!)

FIND THEIR WAY TO CONFIRMATION

AÏCHA DUCHARME-LEBLANC

During my two years as Coordinator of Children’s and
Youth Ministry at St. Matthew’s, I have wanted to host a
confirmation series or classes for young people. Confirmation is such a formative step in one’s Christian life!
Therefore, it needs to be done well with lots of activities
and educational opportunities that allow for individual
growth. With the pandemic and the constraints that it
has imposed, virtual experiences and self-directed learning have become the new norm. And so, I would like to
combine the use of virtual spaces and the journey to confirmation to create an independent, unforgettable experience for young people.

their own formation (and will receive lots of guidance
and support from leaders). Participants will be able to
complete it according to their own schedule and other
priorities in their lives. However, for this project to take
place, we do need a minimum of four participants to
commit.

The beauty of this journey is that it is first and foremost
an individual one and participants are responsible for

If your child might be interested in participating or you
have any questions or concerns, please feel free to email
Aïcha at aicha.ducharme.l@gmail.com.

Here are some of the proposed tasks for the journey:

•

Make your Confirmation Passport where you’ll keep
track of your points (25 points).
• Read a book from the suggested library of books and
write a short reflection (50 points).
• Participate in seasonal group gatherings for Advent,
The journey I have in mind is quite simple. Participants
will receive a list of tasks, each fruitful for faith formation Epiphany and Lent (50 points each time).
and each worth a certain number of points. Every time a • Attend worship (25 points - you can obtain points a
maximum of 4 times for this).
participant completes a task and receives the confirma• Read one of the Gospels and record yourself pretion of completion from Rev. Geoff or me, they can add
senting something about the Gospel that you found interthose points to their tally and stamp their passport (the
esting (100 points).
creation of which is the first task). Participants will also
be able to participate in group Zoom meetings with other • Record a Morning Prayer (50 points).
participants and one-on-one meetings with Rev. Geoff
• Perform an act of kindness (100 points).
and me. The youth’s confirmation journey will last from
• Assist in an area of Church, such as coming in on a
November/December to March/April and is intended for Saturday and raking leaves (100 points).
young people between the ages of 10 and 14. The objec- • Group Project: together plan and lead a Youth Wortive is for the youth to accumulate the most points possi- ship Service (200 points).
ble.

St. Matthew’s is saddened to learn of the death of
Colonel (Retired) Jerry Holtzhauer CD on September 12.
Jerry and his wife of 60 years, Judith Neale Holtzhauer, have been long-time parishioners of St. Matthew’s. Colonel Holtzhauer graduated from Royal Roads Military
College, Victoria and Royal Military College, Kingston. He served with distinction for
35 years in the Canadian Armed Forces and after retirement, continued to serve
within the Public Service. Jerry and Judith had two children, Katie and Christopher,
four grandchildren, and two great-grandsons. For more information, please see
Colonel Holtzhauer’s obituary in the Citizen: Jarrott Holtzhauer
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COVID-ARTZ PROJECT A TREMENDOUS SUCCESS
KIRKLAND ADSETT, ARTIZTIC DIRECTOR
In the early days of the pandemic shutdown, Rev. Chapman and I had a number of discussions around how we
could encourage St. Matthew’s parish community to stay
connected with one another despite our not being able
to meet together publicly.

was a real challenge and a great joy.

Many thanks to Rev. Geoff, Tom Barnes and Leonard
Surges for their considerable technical expertise in
launching our festival online. Thanks also to our many
parishioners who shared their interests and passions
At that time, Rev. Geoff shared a video of Sheku Kanneh- with delightful offerings.
Mason and his family playing some very beautiful chamber music from their living room. (You might recall that One of the goals of the Covid-Artz Project was to celebrate and share with one another the talents and interKanneh-Mason was the wonderful young cellist at Harry
ests of the people who call St. Matthew’s their spiritual
and Meghan’s wedding.)
home. The project has also helped us to get to know
Initially, we thought that perhaps we could present an
each other away from Sunday mornings a little better.
online chamber music festival for the parish. However,
The videos will be available for viewing for some time so
after more careful consideration and with the aim of
including as many people from our community as possi- do continue to share them with your friends
ble, we settled on the idea of widening the scope of our (Covid-Artz Project). As of Tuesday, September 22, there
project to include many more artistic pursuits and gen- have been over 1,500 views of all segments.
eral interests.
And when we return to church, take the opportunity to
The result has been an incredibly diverse offering of over say hello to someone whose video you enjoyed. For ex30 video submissions to our virtual festival. Curating the ample, you might ask Marg Terrett about further intricacies of cement pot-making!
videos of such variety into cohesive program segments

Miniatures, Figure Drawings and a Painting,
by Steve Reid

“An old woman watches."
Poetry by Craig Kamcke

Green Thumb Garden
Centre during Covid-19 by
Mary Shearman Reid

“Jessie’s Cat Tips in
Covid Times” by Jessie,
read by
Peggy Nankivell
Artworks in Various Mediums by Pamela Mackenzie
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with Aïcha Ducharme-LeBlanc
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Bach Violin Sonata Movement,
Siri Ducharme-LeBlanc, Violin

Good Riddance by Green Day,
Reid Ducharme-LeBlanc,
Voice & Guitar

Gnossienne Nos. 1, 2 and 3 by Erik Satie
(1866-1925),
Kirkland Adsett, piano
Poetry and Social Conscience
by Mary Glen

“If you could read my mind,”
by Gordon Lightfoot
Michael Nolan,
guitar and vocals

“Serenata” (tempo di Beguine), Brian Bonsor
(1926-2011), Derry Neufeld, soprano
recorder, Nicholas Braganca, piano
“Welcome to my garden!” by Joan Lawrence
Make your own fun
cement flower pots with
Marg Terrett
A thank you to our parish
gardeners from
Robina Bulleid and Ian Glen
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“Mary Poppins Fantasy” by Chris Goddard,
Chris Goddard, organ
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“Thou Art There” by Murray Webb-Peploe of the
Dohnavur Fellowship;
Susan Rayner, Anne Crawley and Emily Lee

Celtic Fiddle Music
Elizabeth MacMillan,
violin

“Prelude” from Cello Suite
No. 1 in G (arranged for
viola) BWV 1007 J.S. Bach
(1685-1750),
Anna Reusing, viola

“Adagio” from the Concerto
for two harpsichords in
C Minor, BWV 1060,
J.S. Bach (1685-1750)
Kirkland Adsett,
harpsichord
“Quilts and Quires” Pein-Pein Huang and Friends

“Canadian Creations” by Rob Coleman

Flower Painting with Janet O’ Meara

A History of Fort William, Quebec by
Valerie Needham

“An Irish Blessing” from Richard and Rosalind Weeks
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“A Song Without Words”
Opus 30, No. 1,
Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)
Claire Goatcher

Woodworking with the
Reverend Canon Allen Box

9

A short story written and read
by Janet Stevens

“Pama” - free improvised music by Ellen Waterman,
flute and Michael Waterman, theremin

“God’s Grandeur”, Gerard Manley Hopkins
(1844-1889) - recitation and remarks by the
Reverend Canon James Beall

“Allerseelen” Richard Strauss (1864-1949)
Reverend Geoffrey Chapman, french horn
and Kirkland Adsett, piano

COVID-19 TIME-OUT IN GERMANY
Covid-19 caught up with us in the middle of March, while
we were in Leipzig, Germany. Lenore and I were half way
through a long-planned visit. Lenore had a sabbatical appointment working with European colleagues on a biodiversity project. We were nicely situated in an apartment
in the old part of the city, and using our time on the
weekends to explore Germany and Switzerland. The only
downside was our location on the sixth floor with no elevator.
On March 18 we abandoned the Leipzig apartment to
avoid the prospect of quarantine as foreigners in a
strange city.
The virus threat only became real for most of Germany
a few weeks earlier at the end of a school vacation. Returning students brought the infection back with them
across the border from Italy. Day-by-day Germany started to shut down as government officials searched for an
appropriate response. Tourist sites were the among the
first to close. Trains emptied out as more and more people simply stayed home. From our perch on the 6th floor,

SEEK

BILL NUTTLE

it was eerie to watch the crowds on the streets thin down
to nothing.
We did not return to Canada right away. Instead, we took
refuge with Lenore’s sister, her brother-in-law and our
two nephews in Moehrendorf, a small village near Nuremburg.
When we arrived, the family had already been selfisolating at home for about two weeks. Schools and offices were closed, but the daily routine of school and work
went on, only now with everyone interacting via computer. Fortunately, there was enough space in the house and
enough bandwidth on the wifi to accommodate two
more bodies and two more computers.
When we returned to Ottawa at the end of May, as originally planned, Lenore and I did not feel that we had been
cheated by the virus. Rather, our time away had been
enriched by our extended, albeit unplanned, visit with
family.
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MOVING FORWARD ON ASSISTANT CURACY AT
ST. MATTHEW’S DELAYED
JULIA LIPINSKA
At St. Matthew’s Vestry on March 1, 2020, spirited and
constructive discussion led to the passing of a motion
that Corporation ask the Bishop to appoint an Assistant
Curate to our parish for a period of six months.
The decision to pass this motion was based partially on
the assumption that the St. Matthew’s portion of the
costs of a curate not covered by the diocesan curacy
grant would be provided by using the balance of GIFT
Funds and fundraising. The second assumption was that
this endeavour would be revenue neutral, having no impact on the Operating Fund for 2020.
This was before the upheaval of Covid-19.
Due to the pandemic, the church has been closed to inperson services and rentals. Our ability to undertake
fundraising activities has been seriously constrained.
These circumstances have resulted in a significant drop in
church revenue. Corporation’s first fiscal priority must be
the immediate sustainability and solvency of the church.
Fundraising to pay our share for an assistant curate cannot be a priority at this time. Therefore, Corporation has
taken the decision not to proceed with the appointment
of a curate in 2020.

STEWARDSHIP

Due to the constraints of Covid-19, it has been challenging for Reverend Geoff to meet parishioners, to be part of
parish life and to get to know the parish. (Although he is
doing a remarkable job of getting to know us during these
difficult times.)
In the absence of ready pastoral interaction, it would be
difficult to establish responsibilities for a curate, or to
adequately supervise or train that person.
Furthermore, from the perspective of the assistant curate, ongoing interaction with parishioners is critical to a
good learning experience in parish ministry. Without the
ability to forge these personal connections, the value of
the learning opportunity is greatly lessened.
As we look towards the future, our financial situation and
the unfolding path of Covid-19 will play a part in deciding
whether we decide to pursue a curacy appointment in
2021 or beyond.

CHARLES NIXON

How grand it is to see the church doors open again,
even though we have enjoyed our connection through
online services. Hopefully, St. Matthew’s will be able to
remain open during these difficult times.
It has been heartening to see that St. Matthew’s parishioners have continued to support our church. The PAR
givings have grown nearly every month since the beginning of 2020 and have reached about $154,000 or 67%
of all contributions by the end of August. In addition,
about $77,000 has been donated via other means such
as envelopes, credit card contributuions, cash or Canada
Helps. Thanks to all who have given.
However, with the closure of the church and in the absence of regular services of worship, some people have

SEEK

In addition to financial considerations, other pandemicrelated factors are being taken into account in reaching
this decision.

had to find alternate ways of contributing, which has
affected our receipts. Also, some people’s circumstances
may have been affected by these dramatic changes to
our lives. All this has combined to leave us about
$40,000 behind 2019 in givings to date.
In his article on page 4, Walt Draper has outlined the
uncertainty of our finances. We are working with the
Diocese on the way ahead.
In the meantime, I invite you to reflect on your blessings
and, as Thanksgiving approaches, please find it in your
heart to give as generously as you can so we can preserve our home and mission.
With profound thanks. Bless you.
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CAPTAIN CLAIRE BRAMMA,
CHAPLAIN-IN-TRAINING
CLAIRE BRAMMA
“We must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters,
as is right because your faith is growing abundantly, and the love of
every one of you for one another is increasing.” 2 Thessalonians 1:3
Greetings from Toronto, where I am now studying fulltime towards a Masters of Divinity at Trinity College. I
had a busy summer finishing up my duties as a military
staff officer while concurrently completing two courses
online; one was a historical, social and literary study of
the Gospel of Luke and the other a theological reading
of a selection of works by Saint Augustine.

of in-person activities. A physical presence in chapel
services, seminars, and tutorials is a big part of individual and collective formation in Divinity programs, so
our community life will be adapting for the foreseeable
future by maximizing technology.
This fall semester I will be completing 120 hours of internship at St. Clement’s Church and I am also enrolled
in four mandatory courses and one elective:

On August 14, I took part in a change-of-rank ceremony, exchanging my Lieutenant-Colonel insignia for that
•
of Captain (“down” by two ranks, but in my mind it was
a kind of promotion!). This day also marked a change in
•
my occupation from Army Engineer to Chaplain-in•
Training.
•

For those with a keen eye for military uniforms, you
will notice in the photograph that I am wearing three
“pips” indicating the rank of Captain in the Army. It was
difficult in some respects to leave behind my 22 years
as part of the Canadian Military Engineers, but I am
filled with joy and hope for what lies ahead, and I rely
on the Lord’s love, grace, and guidance.

•

History of Christianity to 843 CE (Wycliffe College).
Introduction to New Testament (Regis College).
God’s Mission and the Church’s Calling (Trinity).
Spiritual Formation in the Anglican Tradition
(Trinity).
Land, Food, and Justice (Trinity).

I continue to keep St. Matthew’s in my prayers for your
protection and for the work of the Holy Spirit to comfort and inspire each of you in these strange times. I
really appreciate staying connected through the
Wednesday Meditation group and every now and then
This semester at Trinity (and also at the Toronto School I tune in to Morning Prayer and the recorded Sunday
of Theology), nearly every course is offered exclusively worship. I also found the Covid-Artz Project to be a real
online. Daily prayer services will continue, but we will
blessing!
gather via Zoom. While I embrace the advantages of a
virtual learning environment, I am really feeling the loss In Christ,
Claire

COFFEE HOUR HAS A NEW LOOK ..
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WE RETURN TO WORSHIP IN THE CHURCH
JOHN MCBRIDE
The Pandemic Planning Team was established in mid July when the Diocese authorized the opening of churches for in-person services beginning on September 6th.
The team focused on risks and procedures to make the
return of our parishioners as safe as possible.
Our planning team included four committees:
•
Welcoming and Training
•
Church Building and Safety
•
Communications
•
Worship

ance is then sent. The e-blast and website have complete details.
Entrance is via the baptistery door, accessible for walkers and wheelchairs. Exit is via this same door and the
main church door on Glebe Avenue. The First Avenue
door is not in use.

There is a seating plan which clearly indicates and gives
some choice as to where people can sit and still maintain 2 m spacing. Households sit together and children
are welcome but there is no play area for them at the
We have sent out weekly updates through e-blasts,
back of the church. Signs, coloured tape and SidespeoRealm and postings on our website, so hopefully the ma- ple will help people move safely through the church.
jority of our parishioners have seen our progress. We
On the advice of Ottawa Public Health and the Diocese
have also contacted by phone anyone we believe does
of Ottawa, all worshippers must wear masks while inside
not have email contact.
the church, there is no community singing and the hymn
The province has limited staffed indoor gatherings to a
books have been removed. Coordinates are taken from
maximum of 50 and so this limits the number who may each household so that contact tracing can be accomattend our services to approximately 40 taking into con- plished should this prove necessary.
sideration the presence of clergy, musicians, sidesperIt has been wonderful to see parish friends and pray tosons, greeters and the potential of newcomers. With
that in mind we sent out a survey to determine interest gether as a community! We continue to see strong parin returning to services and any concerns our parishion- ticipation in our online services and this new ministry
will continue to be an important part of our parish life.
ers may have.
This process has been an interesting challenge. We are
To manage the service attendance, it is important that
anyone interested in attending pre-register by email or discussing issues and processes never before considered, requiring thought and patience. We have planned
phone. We are initially planning for only one service Sunday at 10:00 am but will consider additional services for the joyous return to our community and what a wonwhen we have registrations exceeding 40. That would be derful opportunity this has been for the Team.
a nice outcome.

An e-blast is sent out each Monday asking for registrations and anyone wishing to attend that week's service
has to reply by Wednesday. A confirmation of attend-
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Grateful thanks to our Team: Rev. Geoff, Peggy Nankivell, Julia Lipinska, Randi Goddard, Julie Helleur, Cathy
Simons, Charles Nixon, Rev. Kevin Flynn, Janet Stevens
and John McBride,

DISCOVER

LIVE

P ULSE OF THE PARISH S EPTEMBER 2020

SEEK

13

DISCOVER

LIVE

14

ST. MATTHEW’S ONLINE AUCTION, NOV. 13 - 21
PEGGY NANKIVELL
The St. Matthew’s fundraising committee is looking forward to its first-ever online auction.
It will open for bids on Friday, Nov. 13, and close on
Saturday, Nov. 21 at 4 pm. Lots will have staggered
closings. About 100 lots will be on offer – just in time
for Christmas shopping. Information about registration
will be provided at a later date.

Items on offer will include arts and crafts, antique and
first edition books as well as mystery book collections
curated by our book expert Carolyn McMaster. Mystery
boxes will include novels that won or were shortlisted
for prestigious awards such as the Giller, the Man Booker Prize and the Pulitzer, as well as mystery boxes of
great mysteries!
We also have a number of travel certificates from Elite
Travel for accommodation at wonderful Caribbean and
Panamanian resorts. The booking deadline on these is
generous and rooms are to be booked by Dec. 20, 2022
for travel well into 2023. Rooms are subject to daily
Many other items can be purchased such as a stunning
food and activity fees but are excellent value. Certificates are for up to three rooms for a week to ten days, Swedish art deco vase, a handsome marine barometer
clock and some very fine handcrafted African baskets
depending on the resort.
and tapestries.
We are delighted that Ottawa artist Donna Lynd has
Money raised through the auction will support St.
donated another painting to the auction that will also
Matthew’s projects, the FACES refugee program and
be used for our promotion and sold at the auction. A
parishioner donated one of her paintings to us last year the Cornerstone shelter for women.
which proved perfect for our posters and catalogue.
We are still seeking donations for the auction such as
Ottawa artist Huibert van der Staay has again donated valuable objects, wine and offers of baked goods abd
lovely oil paintings. In addition, we have art by Bruce
cooking .
Heggtveit, Etta Benjamin, Alex Choweniac and Gordon
Deadline for donations is Friday, October 30. Most
MacKenzie, as well as woodcuts by British Columbia
items of value will qualify for a tax receipt. For inforartist Fred Brown and Newfoundland artist Charlotte
mation, please contact Peggy Nankivell at nanJones.
kivell@rogers.com or 613-230-8669.
During these trying times, have you been wondering
how you can help people and at the same time use up
knitting yarn that has been gathering dust in your cupboard? Every year we put together backpacks for young
people in difficult circumstances. Let’s make hats!
There are a number of websites that have fine looking
hats for various weights of wool. I have some patterns
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that I could forward to you. If you are trying to use up
baby wool, I know of a place that would be delighted to
have baby and children’s hats. So, get out those needles
and start knitting!
Catherinethurlow@gmail.com

613.824.6800

Catherine Thurlow
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JOAN AND DAVID FARR:
PARISHIONERS SHARE THEIR
MEMORIES

St. Matthew’s was sad to learn that long-time parishioner Joan Farr died on August 10, having been predeceased by her husband David on October 3, 2016. Dr.
David Farr was an esteemed academic, holding a PhD
from Oxford University. His thesis was on Canada’s evolution from a colony to a state. His obituary in the Ottawa Citizen details his many accomplishments (David
Farr). Joan was his loving companion for over 70 years.
She held a BA from UBC and worked briefly in Washington D.C before marrying David in 1946. She was a woman of many interests, devoted to her family and an inspiration to them (Joan Farr) The Farrs had three sons
Chris, Tim (Melanie) and Jeremy (Sandy); six grandchildren and six great-grand-children. Their many contributions to St. Matthew’s are captured below.
Patricia Crossley

Canon Jim Beall
I first met David and Joan at St. Matthew’s in the
1970’s, when their son Christopher and I sang together
in the choir. At that time, they were known to me
simply as ‘’Chris’s parents’’. A few years later, our acquaintance was renewed, and our friendship began,
through our participation in the Ottawa Lay School of
Theology, an ecumenical school providing courses in
the Bible, Church History, Social Action, and Spirituality,
to name a few. I was offering a course on Jeremiah, in
which Joan and David enrolled. At the conclusion of the
opening session, they introduced themselves to me:
‘’Hello. We’re from St. Matthew’s – we’re Chris’s parents!’’
Over the next twenty years, both David and Joan participated regularly in a broad range of courses; they were
consistently enthusiastic, supportive, and very positive.
The Lay School is intended to offer learning for the sake
of learning: no homework, essays, examinations or evaluation of any kind. David, who spent most of his life in
a university setting, frequently remarked on how re freshing it was simply to discover new ideas and ways
of thinking with ‘’no strings attached’’.

In my late ‘teens, I used to babysit Joan and David’s son
Christopher at their home on Hawthorne Avenue. Then
our paths diverged for decades until we met up again at
St. Matthew’s and I was assigned to Joan’s Pastoral Care
Team where we worked together for several years. I
remember the Farrs as a very loving couple, interested
in their children and grandchildren. They used to take
one or two of the grandkids to London during school
breaks, so Joan and I would reminisce about our favour- Intellectual curiosity was a hallmark of both David’s and
ite places to visit there.
Joan’s characters. At the same time, this curiosity
strengthened and deepened their faith. As Geoffrey
We also shared an interest in gardening, and for my
Chaucer said of his Parson, ‘’gladly would (they) learn,
birthday one year, they gave me a coral bells plant
which is still blooming and thriving. I was often a guest and gladly teach’’.
at Melanie and Tim Farr’s home for afternoon tea,
where Joan and David would also be present and we
would share conversation about our many interests in
common including performances of Messiah at St.
Matthew’s. Joan was the perfect conversationalist,
kind, interested, always asking about my dog and following up on topics that we had spoken about previously. It has been a privilege to know Joan and David and
their families.
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Peggy Nankivell
David and Joan Farr were close friends of my uncle and
aunt, Bert and Betty Nesbitt – so close that their families were always together. When my family visited Ottawa from Toronto, we often saw David and Joan at social
gatherings – cocktails, dinners and weddings. What remarkably kind, thoughtful, good-humoured and intellectually incisive people they were.
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When my husband Neville and I moved to Ottawa in the
‘90s, it was not surprising that the Farrs encouraged us
to join St. Matthew’s. I had been dithering between St.
Matt’s and Southminster United which I could see from
our home. But each time I saw David, he would say,
rather ponderously, “Peggy, I haven’t seen you in
church lately.” When we decided to become parishioners rather than casual visitors, we could not have been
made more welcome so I am most pleased by his insistence.

morning Joan would join in a general chat during the
coffee break. She was always interested in current
affairs, literature, her family, what was going on in my
life and she had a wonderful sense of humour. Although I moved to England in 2013, we kept in touch
through visits when I was in Ottawa, through emails
and she was one of my Facebook friends. She lived a
good life and we will
miss her.

The Farrs were incredibly supportive of my fundraising
ideas – first to support concerts and later to raise money for the church building and outreach projects. They
were markedly generous people and always gave me
wonderful donations for our auctions. Indeed, their son
Jeremy told me that he had bought back some of their
donations. The children had not been consulted.
For several years, Joan was also a member of the book
club founded by Helen Gault, who now lives in England.
We were saddened when Joan decided to leave the
club and to this day miss her wisdom and her inquiring
mind.
The Farrs were special people. They had a breadth of
perspective and a generosity of spirit that is rare. Very
rare indeed.

Sharon Hamilton and Dennis Cole
Sharon had adult baptism once we came to St.
Matthew’s 20 some years ago. David and Joan were
sponsors and gave her an inscribed copy of the Book of
Common Prayer that we treasure. Over the years, we
exchanged literary and diplomatic tidbits and David
gave us a set of books on the history of US diplomacy to
coincide with our first posting to Washington DC. We
had the pleasure of being guests at their wonderful
house and garden along the canal and having them as
guests in our home; we still have the beautiful planter
they gave us as a housewarming gift when we’d bought
our first home. They are both missed.

Susan Thompson
In the early 2000s I was introduced to Joan and David
Farr through our common interest in gardening. Over
the next several years we spent many happy times together sprucing up the St. Matthew’s gardens. What a
blessing and joy was our time together. Joan loved her
roses.
Each year the St. Matthew’s entrance was beautified by
her selecting the best hybrid tea roses to replace those
lost. Before leaving their beloved home and garden
they gave an outdoor tea party for their many friends
and colleagues. Much preparation went into weeding
and labelling their many plants – a wonderful learning
experience.
Latterly Joan visited David almost daily at the Perley.
She was assisted by St. Matthew’s folks driving her and
reading to David. Joan and David were a joy to know
and leave an empty space in our hearts.

Helen Gault
Joan was a truly inspirational woman. I knew her as a
member of St. Matthew’s for many years but she became a good friend when I started reading to David in
2008 when David’s eyesight was failing. Each Saturday
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Ian Glen
For many years, my connection to the Farrs was occasional, always respectful and admiring of this older couple at church services, meetings, events or working quietly together in the gardens of the church. Dr. Farr
offered a quiet intellectual depth to any conversation
on any topic that arose. Mrs. Farr provided warmth in
her smile and genuine interest in our family’s activities.
Then for me things changed.
Canon Pat Johnston was seeking someone to drive
them to and from church on Sunday mornings. I volunMargaret Terrett
teered and am so happy that I did because it was an
I always tried to get into Joan’s discussion groups beopportunity to get to know them better and through
cause lively debate was assured. Joan had an inquisitive them, to learn about the importance of partnership in a
and questioning mind and was prepared to challenge
marriage as each one grows older.
the status quo if she felt that was needed. No one was
Every Sunday involved a walker or wheelchair for David.
allowed platitudes in Joan’s group! She was the perfect
Joan was his quiet, attentive helper getting him settled
complement to her loving husband David. She could as
in the front seat, she in the back. After a time, Joy
easily entertain dignitaries from the academic world as
McLauchlan joined us and our happy foursome made
she could crawl on her hands and knees in her garden
our weekly trip to and from the church.
tending the delicate plants there.
When David could no longer attend, Joy moved up to
Joan and David moved into a retirement residence bethe front seat and Joan contentedly continued to sit in
cause of David’s failing eyesight. When I asked how she
the back, leading conversations about our collective
was doing in the new place she said, ”Well Maggie, I
activities during the past week. Then it was Joan’s turn
miss the house terribly but I know it was not safe there
to move to the front seat. Life’s journey does that to
for David. This new way of life is just fine. It’s different
folks.
but I will learn to love it.” And she did. Joan prepared
Joan was such a wonderful and special person; so supflowers for the tables in the dining room, advised on
portive of David, full of wisdom, interested in local and
the spring plantings, started a book club and enjoyed
world events, insightful in her comments on the sermon
the activities put on by the residence staff.
of the day, compassionate towards others, engaged in
We will miss her at St. Matthew’s. Today I was in my
the activities of her ever expanding family and detergarden and the Japanese anemonies from Joan’s garden mined to proudly live life on her terms. May we all learn
are blooming. They were happily swaying in the breeze such lessons as we move forward in our lives.
the good Lord sends them. To me, they are Joan, alive
and beautiful and full of laughter.
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COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP AT
HEART OF BLACK CANADIAN
SCHOLARSHIP FUND PEGGY NANKIVELL
The Black Canadian Scholarship Fund, which received
support from St. Matthew’s the 2019 Treasures Auction,
presented scholarships to four students this year. Three
of the students received their awards at a Zoom scholarship presentation ceremony in late August. Each scholarship was $6,000. Since the organization’s inception, almost 25 years ago, it has awarded a total of $360,000 in
scholarships.
St. Matthew’s donated $7,000 from last year’s auction
to the charity and also gave it a donation in 2018 from
St. Matthew’s Jazz & Tapas event.

Two of the students
who received bursaries this year will
attend Carleton UniDionne Allan
versity and the other
two opted for the University of Ottawa. Their fields of study include engineering, biomedical science, and arts with an interest in human rights and law.

The Black Canadian Scholar Fund Founder’s Award was
presented to Dionne Allan whose goal is to obtain a doctorate in pharmacology. “I hope to make health care
“We feel privileged to have been chosen as one of the
charities to receive a portion of the proceeds from your more accessible to others, especially those at societal
disadvantages,” she said. “This puts me on the right
October 2019 fundraising auction,” wrote BCSF’s chair
Elizabeth December, who is also Deacon at Julian of Nor- path to do better for my community.”
wich Anglican Church. “As a donor, not only are you sup- The Rev. Deacon December said that it was an extraordiporting the fund’s mission but know that you are also
nary year because the pandemic meant the organization
investing in the lives of the youths in our community.”
could not host the usual fundraising events. Despite
The bursaries are awarded to Black Canadian Grade 12 that, support was heartening and BCSF received many
donations possibly attributable to the “Black Lives
students who have achieved outstanding academic reMatter” movement. The fund was founded by the late
sults and demonstrated the need for financial help to
pursue the university program to which they have been Dr. Horace Alexis in 1996. Dr. Alexis was one of the first
Black graduates from the University of Ottawa’s medical
admitted.
school.
Dear St. Matthew’s,

I have wonderful memories of performing in Noye’s
Fludde, helping the younger choristers, and singing duI’m writing to say goodbye after a wonderful eight years ets with my good friend, Madighan Ryan. How nervous I
of singing with and belonging to this amazing church. At was, shaking like a leaf before singing my first solos! I
the end of August, I set off for BC where I will be attend- thought singing alone would be something I could never
ing two years of high school at Pearson College UWC
enjoy, but with opportunities and practice, I gained con(United World College) with students from around the
fidence.
world.
Thank you so much to Mr. Adsett, to the choir, to the
I began attending Sunday School at St. Matthew’s when
music librarians and to everyone who made my time at
I was six years old and joined the choir when I was eight. church so rewarding, and who made me feel so welI’ve had so much fun throughout the years attending
come. I cherish the time I had at St. Matthew’s and
services, going to and helping out at the scarf and jewel- hope to be able to return next summer.
lery sale and GGGS, having cookies or lunches after
church, and most of all, singing with the choir.
Claire Goatcher
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BROTHER JAMES KOESTER

SSJE

ABRIDGED

FROM A HOMILY PREACHED AT

ST. MATTHEW’S

Names are powerful because they have the power to
identify and to describe. And so we could ask, what is it
about the name Matthew or at least the Gospel of
Matthew that identifies, describes and might draw people
to this parish?

was a tax collector, a
collaborator with the
occupying forces of imperial Rome, despised
by his fellow Israelites,
and yet it is precisely to him that the invitation from Jesus
Matthew roots his Gospel, and more especially the person
to follow comes.
of Jesus, in a particular place, at a particular time, and
among a particular people. So perhaps the first question
The Gospel of Matthew reminds us that it doesn’t matter
you can ask yourself is, how rooted is your proclamation
who you are, what you do, or what you have done, where
of the gospel of Jesus Christ? Are you rooted here in this
you are from, what your past holds or any number of disneighbourhood, at a particular time, among a particular
qualifying reasons, Jesus wants to have dinner with you.
people? Do you have Good News to proclaim in this parThat is as true for you as it was for Matthew. The Gospel
ticular neighbourhood?
of Matthew reminds us that everyone is invited. All we
But if Matthew’s Gospel is rooted in a particular place and must do is to accept the invitation.
among a particular people, it is also universal. It is the
I love the Gospel of Matthew because it holds so many
Gospel of the Great Commission.
challenges for us.
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the It is no accident that this parish is dedicated to St.
Matthew because in that dedication we see a vision of
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I
what it means for the proclamation of the good news of
have commanded you. And remember, I am with you alJesus Christ to be rooted in a neighbourhood and especialways, to the end of the age (Matthew 28: 19-20).
ly this neighbourhood. At the same time the name
The second of the Five Marks of Mission of the Anglican
Matthew holds before us an understanding that while our
Communion is to teach, baptize, and nurture [the faith] of mission is to a certain place and time, it is also for every
new believers. (Five Marks of Mission)
place and every time.
The Gospel of Matthew is the Gospel of the Great Commission, but is the Great Commission a part of your selfunderstanding as a parish dedicated to St. Matthew? Do
you take seriously the command to make disciples? Where
does the ministry of this parish take you?

To be named Matthew reminds us that God will sometimes ask of us more than we think we can give and yet
God counts on us to take the risk to say yes, in order that
the gospel of love, pardon and mercy, as we know it in the
person of Jesus Christ, can be proclaimed to the despised,
the rejected and the outcast.

I love this Gospel because the annunciation is a story
about taking risks. Joseph takes a huge risk for God. JoSo, what’s in a name? Well, if you are called Matthew, or
seph’s upcoming marriage to Mary would expose him to
at least St. Matthew’s Church, it means an awful lot!
public ridicule, embarrassment and shame. Yet he goes
through with it on the say so of an angel. What risks are
Brother, Give Us a Word is a short daily devotional
you willing to take in order that Emmanuel, God with us,
text sent by email each morning. Sign up now or share
may be made manifest in the person of Jesus to our world
today’s Word with a friend who might need to hear it.
which so desperately needs to know the salvation of God?
www.SSJE.org/word
I love this Gospel because of who Matthew is himself. He
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St.
Matthew’s

The Anglican Church in the Glebe
St. Matthew’s is a vibrant Christian community that
welcomes everyone, embraces inspiring worship and
learning, and is committed to hospitality and loving service.
Clergy
Incumbent……..…………………..……..The Reverend Geoffrey Chapman
Honorary Assistants …………… The Reverend Professor Kevin Flynn
The Reverend Canon Allen Box
The Most Reverend Barry Curtis
Leadership and Administration
Rector’s Warden …………………………………………………………. Rick Trites
People’s Warden .…………………………………………………… Julia Lipinska
Deputy Wardens ……………………………………………………. Ed O’Meara
John McBride
Parish Administrator ………………………….. Catherine James McGuinty
Communications Co-Chairs ....…...………………………….Leonard Surges
Jan O’Meara
Nominating Chair .………………………………………….………….Helen Griffin
Property Co-Chairs …………………………………………….……...….Bill Nuttle
Bill Cornfield
Stewardship Officer .………………………………………………..Charles Nixon
Members of Synod ………...…………………………………….Leonard Surges
Randi Goddard
John McBride
Rick Trites
Finance and Accounting
Finance Chair ………………………………………………………….….Walt Draper
Fundraising Chair ………………………………………………,,,.Peggy Nankivell
Treasurer ………………………………………………………….…..Amy Lockwood
Counters …………………………………………………………….Michael Goddard
Contributions Coordinator….………………………………….........Brian Effer

Sunday 10 am
Worship in church and
Virtual Worship on the
St. Matthew’s website
Sunday Worship
Morning Prayer

Worship and Music
Director of Music and Organist ……………………………..Kirkland Adsett
Music Chair …………………………………………………………..Virginia Lindsay
Altar Guild ……………………………………………………..Elizabeth MacMillan
Robina Bulleid
Servers Guild …………………………………………………………...Cathy Simons
Sidespersons ……………………………………………………………..Peter Frayne
Nurturing and Fellowship
Christian Education and Formation…………………………….Helen Griffin
Community Chair …………………………………..………………….Marg Terrett
Coffee Hour …………………………………………………..Jane and Peter Rider
Prayer Support Team ……………………………………….Catherine Thurlow
Prayer Chain …………………………………………………………...Janice Sonnen
Open Doors ………………………………………………………………..Jane Oulton
Pastoral Care …………………………………………………………...Mollie Stokes
Coordinator of Children and Youth Ministry ...………………………..
Aïcha Ducharme-LeBlanc
Outreach
Outreach Co-Chair ………………………………………….Ashley Thorvaldson
………………………………………………………………….TBA
CCSAC Emergency Food Centre……………………………….Elizabeth Kent
Cornerstone Meal-A-Month Program ………..…..Ashley Thorvaldson
Harmony House ………………………………….Catherine James McQuinty
Marmalade Team………………………………………………………...Peter Rider
Out of the Cold Supper ……………………………………………...Anita Biguzs
FACES Refugee Committee …………………………………….…..Tom Martin

Pulse of the Parish, the community newsletter of St. Matthew’s Anglican Church, is published four times a year. The
dates for publication in 2020 are as follows: March 27 (submissions by March 20), June 12 (submissions by June 4),
September 25 (submissions by September 18) and November 27 (submissions by November 20).
Please forward contributions of up to 600 words and photographs by these due dates to Val Needham, Editor:
needhav@algonquincollege.com.
Together, we celebrate all that we do at St. Matthew’s to the glory of God and in loving service of our neighbours.

Website: www.stmatthewsottawa.ca
217 First Avenue, Ottawa, ON, K1S2G5
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Office email: stmatthewanglicanchurch@bellnet.ca
Office: 613.234.4024
Music: 613.234.5482
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