
October 2016
Dear Friends,

Having been with you for only a few weeks, I am deeply inspired by St. Matthew’s
profound witness, proclaiming the Risen Lord in word, worship and deed. The exciting
adventure before us is the journey to continue to worship with such beauty, to serve the suffering
and those in need, and to build our family with all those younger generations for our future.

As you know, St. Matthew’s, along with all our sisters and brothers in the Diocese of
Ottawa, is re-visioning our future, imagining how we, the baptized, are to be Church in a
changing world. We wonder who and what we will be in fifteen years, and what we need to do
now and in the years ahead to get there. We are asking ourselves, “God sees us in 2032: What
does God see?”

At the Thanksgiving weekend service, you were invited to participate in a Parish-wide
Visioning and Strategic Planning day on November 12th and the preparatory “Chapel Chats” on
October 16th and 30th. We want to listen, share and dream about how we need to act now to
prepare for a healthy future for our children and those who follow us. Your voice, ideas and
support are important; please come and participate. Information and key documents on the
Strategic Plan Project are on the website http://www.stmatthewsottawa.ca/index.php/files-
resources#documents.  Please visit.

Enclosed is a copy of the Question Card introduced on October 16. Your responses to the
four questions will be important for our strategic thinking. We want your views and those of
your family regardless of age and stage. Copies of the card are available at the back of the church
or you can complete it via the online survey sent by e-mail (this option available to the
designated addressee only). Please be sure to deposit your card in the designated box at the back
of the church, at the office or on the offering plate by November 6th.

You will be hearing more from me and others on this topic over the coming weeks and months.
It is an exciting time for St. Matthew’s!

Yours in faith

Gregor Sneddon


