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“Facing the Age Tsunami” 

St. Matthew’s – 2020s and Beyond. 

An internal think piece prepared for Finance Committee 

Spring 2016 

 

1. Introduction 

Last February, there was considerable media coverage given to the closure of St. Matthias Anglican 

Church in Westboro due to the decline in attendance from 200 to approximately 75 parishioners in 

recent years. 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/st-matthias-anglican-final-xmas-1.3379559 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/st-matthias-final-service-1.3437795 

This public debate about the closure of this neighboring church as well as the overall issue of church 

attendance also took place within recent Finance Committee meetings due to long term implications as 

to overall givings, the result being a request to commission an internal discussion paper on this issue of 

demographics and the impact of same on St. Matthew’s in years to come. 

 

2. Anglican Church of Canada: Working Paper 2010 

This issue has been a focus of concern for quite some time, with the Anglican Church of Canada 

publishing in December 2010: “Working Paper – Anglican Church of Canada Statistics”. 

http://individual.utoronto.ca/clarkemacdonald/clarkemacdonald/Welcome_files/anglicanchurch.pdf 

While there are a number of charts worth reviewing, the most relevant for this discussion is as follows: 

 

Table 1 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/st-matthias-anglican-final-xmas-1.3379559
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/st-matthias-final-service-1.3437795
http://individual.utoronto.ca/clarkemacdonald/clarkemacdonald/Welcome_files/anglicanchurch.pdf
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As well, in the same report is the stark reality of the decline in Sunday school enrollment (82% from 

1951 – 2001) as well as baptisms (67%) and confirmations (74%). 

The statistics are clear and one can only assume that they have continued in a similar pattern of decline 

from 2002 on a national basis. A google search of declining Anglican Church attendance in Canada 

reveals multiple stories of church closures across the nation. 

Fortunately at St. Matthew’s, attendance has stayed remarkably constant for the past 25 years. Since 

1991, our average Sunday 10 am attendance has fluctuated from a low of 133 in 2008 to a high of 145 
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from the year before. 2015 was 137.  Average attendance for all Sunday services has shown a similar 

pattern ranging from 173 to 186 between 2006 and 2015 (when consolidated numbers have been 

maintained), the latter year being 174. 

 

3. Main Religious Denominations in Canada (www.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion_in_Canada)  

It is also proper to consider the overall state of the nation with regards to religious groups in Canada. A 

Wikipedia search has revealed the following information based on the 2011 Canada Census. It identifies 

the overall stability of the Catholic Church at approximately 12.7 million members, with Protestant 

churches at about half that at 6 million, but generally declining. The Anglican Church declined from 

2.035 million in 2001 to 1.632 million in 2011, a 20% decrease during this 10 year time period. (FYI, 

United Church declined 29% to 2.007 million, Baptists down 13% to 636,000, Lutherans down 21% to 

478,000 while the Presbyterians increased 15% to 473,000.)  “No religious affiliation” almost doubled to 

7.9 million while ‘others’ increased 45% to 2.7 million (Muslims, Sikhs…). 

4. Trends Across the Diocese & Ottawa Central 

 
A. Trends within the Diocese 

 

Data was also received from the Diocese allowing for further statistical analysis. Upon review, the data 

verifies the trends noted above are consistent across Eastern Ontario/Western Quebec. Data received 

covers the time period from 2007 to 2013. 

 

(Note that the effect of inflation over this time period has not been taken into account. Inflation in 

Canada has averaged about 2% over this time period, meaning a $10 item in 2007 would cost $11.26 in 

2013.) 

 

Data revealed the following across the Diocese: 

 

 Total members on Parish Rolls decreased from 25,307 to 20,064, a 21% decrease over this 7 

year time period.  

 Of key concern to this discussion is total identifiable givers decreased 16% from 9,997 to 8,356.  

 Average Sunday attendance decreased from 7,542 to 6,133, a 19% decrease while baptisms, 

confirmations and marriages also showed on average a 28% decline over the same time period. 

(Funerals declined by only 14%.)  

 

From a fiscal perspective, the Diocese has managed this quite well during this time period, despite all 

the decreases noted above.   

 

 Collection Income rose from $9.9 to $10.9 million (10% increase) while total income rose even 

more from $16.5 to $20 million (21% increase).  

 Average income generated by each identifiable giver rose from $989 in 2007 to $1,281 in 2014, 

a significant 30% increase. 

http://www.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion_in_Canada
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B. Trends within Ottawa Centre 

 

Data available in this breakdown was again from 2007 – 2013 (a 7 year analysis), incorporating all ten 

churches within the Ottawa Centre Deanery. 

 

 Total members on Parish Rolls decreased from 3,689 to 2,899, a 21% decrease over this 7 year 

time period.  

 Total identifiable givers decreased 11% from 1,438 to 1,285.  

 Average Sunday attendance decreased from 1,106 to 974, a 12% decrease.  

 

From a fiscal perspective, the region has managed this well, despite all the decreases noted above: 

 

 Collection Income rose from $1.7 to $2 million (17% increase)  

 Total income decreased slightly by 2%,  from $4.15 to $4.05 million.  

 Average income generated by each identifiable giver rose from $1,222 in 2007 to $1,596 in 

2014, a significant 30% increase (corresponding to the increase across the entire diocese). 

 

 

C. Trends within St. Matthew’s 

 

Data available in this breakdown from 2007 – 2013. 

 

 Total members on Parish Roll decreased from 681 to 570, a 16% decrease over this 7 year time 

period.  

 Total identifiable givers decreased 9% from 223 to 203.  

 Average Sunday attendance was stable at 175-180 during this time period, a positive deviation 

from the trend seen in most other locations.  

 

From a fiscal perspective, St. Matthew’s has managed this situation very well during this time period. 

 

 Collection Income rose from $335,000 to $386,000 (15% increase). 

 Total income increased 24% in real dollars from $580,000 to $719,000 (largely due to GIFT 

income of $170,000 in 2013. Eliminating GIFT in 2013 reveals income at $550,000.)   

 Average income generated by each identifiable giver rose from $1,503 in 2007 to $1,903 in 

2013, a significant 27% increase (corresponding to the % increase across the entire diocese). 

This represents one of the highest average levels of per capita giving in the diocese. 

 

One final observation: other than the Cathedral with Average Attendance of 377, St Helen’s in Orleans 

with 204 and St, Paul’s in Kanata with 316, St. Matthew’s average Sunday attendance of 178 is one of 

the highest and most stable in the region (even when extended to 2015) with 174 average attendance. 
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5. St. Matthew’s 2015 Givings by Age Group 

The Finance Committee received at its April meeting an internal analysis of member contributions by 

‘age group’. This allocation of members by age groups was completed with each member of the parish 

placed into one of 5 age groupings via a ‘best guesstimate’ (note: while this may not be 100% accurate, 

it is highly valuable for the purpose of this analysis): 

 Young (under 25 years) – 16 of 205 givers (8%) 

 Middle (25 – 64) – 50 of 205 givers (24%) 

 Retired (65 – 79) – 93 of 205 givers (45%) 

 Elderly (80 +) – 36 of 205 givers (18%) 

 Unknown – 10 of 205 givers (5%) 

Therefore, a minimum of 63% of all givers at St. Matthew’s are 65 years of age or older. This group 

generates 68.3 % of revenues. Only 32% of all givers are under the age of 65, contributing an almost 

identical 31% of revenues. 

Table 3 
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6. Information on Risk of Dying in the Next 3 and 5 years 

With credit to Ms. Georgia Roberts of St. Marks Anglican Church on Fisher Avenue, as a PhD student in 

statistics, she authored the following analysis in September of 2015, as they are confronting the 

identical issue as St. Matthew’s. We include her analysis verbatim as follows: 

“The demographic reality of our parish is that we have a great number of older and elderly parishioners.  

What I show below are some calculations that I have done using the complete life tables for Ontario 

(Statistics Canada Catalogue no. 84-537-X).  Using these life tables, I have computed the expected 

percentage of males and females in Ontario in the 5 oldest age groups that are expected to die in the 

next 3 years and the next 5 years.  These are as follows: 
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Table 4: Expected Percentage of Deaths within 3 and 5 years, by sex, in Ontario 

Age in 

2014 

% expected to die within 3 years % expected to die within 5 years 

Male Female Male Female 

     

71-75 7%@71,   10%@75 5%@71, 7%@75 13%@71, 

18%@75 

8%@71, 12%@75 

76-80 11%@76, 16%@80 8%@76, 12%@80 20%@76, 

28%@80 

14%@76, 

21%@80 

81-85 18%@81, 26%@85 13%@81, 20%@85 31%@81, 

43%@85 

23%@81, 

34%@85 

86-90 28%@86, 40%@90 22%@86, 33%@90 46%@86, 

61%@90 

37%@86, 

53%@90 

91-95 43%@91, 54%@95 36%@91, 50%@95 64%@91, 

76%@95 

57%@91, 

72%@95 

The entries in this table require a little explanation to be understood correctly.  Consider, for example, 

the percent of men aged 81-85 in 2014 who are expected to die within 3 years.  The entry in the table is 

18%@81, 26%@85 which I am using as a shortcut for saying that 18% of 81 year-olds are expected to die 

within 3 years and 26% of 85 year-olds are expected to die within 3 years. ( The percentages of 82, 83 

and 84 year-olds expected to die within 3 years lie between 18% and 26% and are not given here.)” 

 

7. How many 2015 Givers Might we lose due to Death in the Next 5 years? 

Based on the above, it is likely that St. Matthew’s can expect to lose a certain (hopefully limited) number 

of our givers as identified in Table 3 between now and 31/12/2020.  One can apply various models to 

the above, not necessary at this time. (Ms. Roberts also notes: “…we must keep in mind that the people 

in our parish have a higher-than-average quality of life than all of Ontario, and thus likely to live longer.”) 

 

8. Implications for 2020’s and Beyond. 

The implications of the above statistics and demographics are clear for St. Matthew’s as we plan for the 

next decade. With members of the congregation passing on, or perhaps becoming invalid or moving 

elsewhere across the region/country, the status of our congregation will evolve accordingly. As we have 

experienced in the past, we will also gain new members; however, planning for this is challenging at 

best. 

In the past 25 years, as a result of the activities of the church, by good fortune, a dedicated congregation 

and/or whatever other circumstances, our attendance at Services has remained stable and it could very 

well be that this trend can be maintained in years to come.  
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9. Conclusion 

The purpose of this paper was to identify the demographical issues we will need to consider as we plan 

for the future of St. Matthew’s.   

Next steps would logically be as to how St. Matthew’s considers the future implications as well as  what 

future actions would be appropriate as to confronting this issue of the “Age Tsunami” which could be 

hitting St. Matthew’s (and many other churches across Canada) in years to come. 

*********** 

 

 

 


